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THE ARTHUR FAMILY  

OF MATAWHERO & TOKOMARU BAY 
 

 
Abt 1850 - Alexander Creighton ARTHUR was born 
in London England, the son of Francis Robert 
ARTHUR & Louisa nee’ BRADFORD. 
 
Arthur is known to have one brother who also came to 
the Gisborne/East Coast Area to live and managed 
Alexander’s Tokomaru Bay Sheep Station and then 
the Land in Whatatutu before shifting to Australia.   
 
Alexander Creighton ARTHUR is first recorded to have 
been living in Tokomaru Bay by the early 1870’s where 
he was a respected member of the community. His 
property was known as “Tokomaru Bay Station”. 
 
It was during the era that Alexander C Arthur was 
living in Tokomaru Bay he met and later married in 
1894 Mere Inoi WARD, daughter of the William 
WARD & Apikara KAPAKAPA. Mere was born in 
1846 in Napier. 
 
In the early 1880’s whilst the freezing industry was in 
its infancy in New Zealand some Poverty Bay 
Sheepfarmers sent sheep out of the district to be 
frozen and shipped to London. The first line comprised 
500 wethers, which A. C. Arthur, of Matawhero, 

arranged to have frozen in Wellington. It was shipped 
by the Mataura in February, 1884, but, on account of a 
mishap to her machinery, much of her cargo arrived in 
a damaged condition, and he made nothing out of his 
consignment. During 1885 he repeated the 
experiment, and other local Sheepfarmers followed his 
example. Success in connection with the industry 
paved the way for the taking up of a large number of 
blocks in Poverty Bay and on the East Coast. 
 
A C Arthur’s main homestead was situated off the 
Awapuni to Matawhero Road and was known as “The  
Willows” 
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Alexander Creighton Arthur was Member of 
Parliament from the Gisborne Region of NZ. He 
represented the East Coast electorate from December 
1889 to 1890 
 
In 1893-94 – A C Arthur bought land in the Whatatutu 
Area consisting of about 754 acres 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

June 1902 – FRANCIS ROBERT ARTHUR (brother 
of A C Arthur’s) 

MR FRANK ARTHUR DEAD 

 

 
 

1907 - MR. A. F. KENNEDY'S RETURN 
 
 

 
Within his letter to the Newspaper he writes 
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He also says, “Mr Beckham Arthur came to see me; he 

has a little farm out in the country and is apparently 

doing very well”. 

 

In 1919 – Mere Arthur died  

 
Her memorial is in the Tangoiro Urupa, which is accessed north 

of Tokomaru Bay and is the south side of Mawhai Point  

 

This photo was taken by Raehel O’Connor the descendant of A 

C Arthur & Mere Ward who has supplied the photos for this 

story 

 

 
MERE ARTHUR holding her Mokapuna, Thelma Te Rina Atareta 
Arthur, b. 1901, daughter of William Arthur & Edith Eleanor nee’ 
Skipworth.  In 1932 Thelma Arthur married Wallace STEWART 

9 January 1914 – Alexander Creighton ARTHUR 

died in St Albans, Herefordshire, England 

 

20 January 1914 –Poverty Bay Herald 
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Another Report in Jan 1914 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Children of Alexander & Mere Arthur’s were: 
26 Aug 1874 – William was born at Tokomaru Bay 
24 May 1876 – Beckham was born in Tokomaru Bay  
24 Oct 1880 – Rowena  
24 Sep 1883 - Helena 
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WILLIAM ARTHUR 
Son of the Alexander Creighton ARTHUR & Mere Inoi WARD 

 

26 August 1874 – William was born at Tokomaru Bay 
    Occ. Contractor of Whataupoko, Gisborne  
    In 1899 – William ARTHUR m. Edith Eleanor  
                      SKIPWORTH 
    William & Edith ARTHUR’S children were: 
     
    b. 1900 – Acland Creighton in Huntly 
         In 1924 Acland ARTHUR m Norma E POWELL 
         Acland & Norma Arthur moved the family to 
         Auckland in the 1930’s  
    
    b. 1901 – Thelma Te Rina Atareta in Ohinemuri 
         In 1932 Thelma ARTHUR m Wallace STEWART 

         Thelma Stewart and her husband (had the music  
         shop in Gisborne) until 1941 
     
    b. 1909 – Hayley Mangham Selwyn  
         In 1930 Hayley ARTHUR m Nellie Patricia 

                       HERON. 
     
    b. 1915 – Edith Rowena  
         16 July 1915 - Edith Rowena ARTHUR died  
          young & is buried in the Makaraka Cemetery, 
          Gisborne  

 

William ARTHUR died aged 92 yrs & Edith Eleanor 
ARTHUR died aged 93 yrs in Gisborne and both are 
buried in the Taruheru Cemetery  
 

 
WILLIAM ARTHUR, died 5 June 1967; 

 and his wife, EDITH, died 30 July 1962. 

 

Refer to the Skipworth Family Tree  

http://www.genealogy.ianskipworth.com/pdf/skipsrothwell.pdf  
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BECKHAM PAIKAWA ARTHUR 
Son of the Alexander Creighton ARTHUR & Mere Inoi WARD 

 

 
24 May 1876 – Beckham was born in Tokomaru Bay 

 

Full name was Beckham Paikawa Arthur. Paikawa 

being his Warrior Name 

   

Beckham grew up in Tokomaru Bay, where he rode his 

horses with his older brother William. There first family 

homestead was at Ongaruru 65 acres apparently.   

  

In the 1890’s - The Arthur children attended the 

Matawhero School.  From their home at Matawhero 

they enjoyed a good life where the boys went to the 

Rifle Club & Pigeon Shooting as well as hunting with 

the hounds with the Poverty Bay Hunt Club    

 

15 Jan 1892 Poverty Bay Gun Club Annual Meeting 

 

 
 

29 June 1893 - The Poverty Bay Hunt 
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Beckham enlisted for the Boer War was in the 4
th
 

Rough Rider Contingent and went back again in the 9
th

 

Contingent from England where he was visiting his 

father. 

 

 
 
22 Feb 1902  

 
 
 

 

 
Gisborne’s 4th Contingent: 

 From left, in front: Arthur W Gannon # 1518; John  Davidson # 1377; George Bougen # 1381, John Walker # 1375 Lt Beckham Arthur # 1383 
James Langham # 1386 Cpt Winter    

Back row: Fred Peakman # 1387; Francis Burch # 1379; Josiah Whitehead # 1374; Frederick Barton # 1384; David Bruce # 1385; Francis Fraser # 
1376; John Rogers # 1504; Francis Sharp # 1378; Francis Bruce # 1382 
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5 March 1900 -  

 

 

 
 
 
15 March 1900   

 

 

 

 

mailto:LMJames@xtra.co.nz
mailto:raewyn.oconnor2@gmail.com


  

Compiled by Lorraine M James (Researcher) – LMJames@xtra.co.nz    

Family Photos supplied by Raewyn O’Connor (Arthur Family descendant) – raewyn.oconnor2@gmail.com    

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Gisborne’s 4th NZ Contingent   

John  Rogers # 1504, Fred Barton # 1384, David S Bruce # 1385, Francis O Bruce # 1382, John Walker # 1375, Beckham Arthur # 1383, George 
Bougen # 1381, Fred Peakman # 1387, Francis Sharp # 1378, James Langham # 1386, Josiah Whitehead # 1374, Robert Fraser # 1376, John 

Davidson #1377, Arthur Gannon # 1518, Francis Burch # 1379, with Mr James Carroll 
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26 May 1900 PERSONNEL OF THE 4TH 

CONTINGENT. 

 

 
 

He embarked with the 4th on the 'Gymeric' 31 March 

1900 

 

11 May 1901 - LETTER FROM LIEUT. ARTHUR 
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27 June 1901 

 
 

 

 
 

12 July 1901 – Poverty Bay Herald 
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4 February 1902 -  Beckham ARTHUR married 

Pherose MORGAN-THOMAS  

 
 

In 1910 - 1913 – Beckham Arthur was living at 

Battersea, Wandsworth, London  

 

Mar 1917 – SIR JAS. CARROLL'S TOUR. 
Included in his report is an item of where he meets 

with Major Beckham Arthur & his family 
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1913 – 1922 – Beckham ARTHUR enlisted with the 

British Forces  

 
WO 339/37746 Lieutenant Colonel Beckham 
ARTHUR and posted to the Machine Gun Corps at 
Bisley  
 

In March 1915 - Gazetted as 2nd Lieutenant, and 
posted to Motor Machine Gun Service at Bisley 
 
June 1915 - Promoted Captain 
  
September 1915 - Wounded at Loos 
 
March 1916 - Major  
 
November 1918 - Lieut-Colonel to Command the 1st 
Motor Brigade Machine Gun Corps.  
 

Awarded a Distinguished Service Order and 
Mentioned in Despatches (x 3). 
 
 
26 July 1918 - Distinguished Service Order LG.  
 
Major Beckham Arthur  
For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty when 
handling his motor machine-gun battery during a 
defence and the subsequent withdrawal. It was largely 
due to his action that two battalions of infantry were 
enabled to carry out a successful retirement, for his 
guns inflicted heavy losses on the enemy and 
materially held up their advance. 
 
In 1922 – Lieutenant Colonel Beckham ARTHUR 
died in Totnes, Devon, England 
 

Lt Colonel Beckham ARTHUR’S Probate is held at the 

NZ Archives. He was living at Paignton at the time of 

his death. 

 

In 1941 - Mrs Pheroze ARTHUR died in Brighton 

England aged 83 yrs. 

 

 

 

© King Edwards Horse | Contact Peter Nemaric 

First 
Name 

Last 
Name 

Regt 
No 

Origin Rank Remarks 

Beckham Arthur 111 
New 
Zealand 

Sgt 

Gazetted as 2nd Lieutenant in March 1915, and posted to Motor Machine 
Gun Service at Bisley.  Promoted Captain June 1915, Major March 1916 
and Lieut-Colonel November 1918 to Command the 1st Motor Brigade 
Machine Gun Corps. Wounded at Loos September, 1915. Awarded a 
Distinguished Service Order and Mentioned in Despatches (x 3). 

Distinguished Service Order LG 26 July 1918. Major Beckham Arthur 

For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty when handling his motor 
machine-gun battery during a defence and the subsequent withdrawal. It 
was largely due to his action that two battalions of infantry were enabled to 
carry out a successful retirement, for his guns inflicted heavy losses on the 
enemy and materially held up their advance. 

Note 

Hist 60, App H. 

OCB 27 - 12. 
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Beckham ARTHUR & Amelia Miria POTAE (daughter of Wiremu POTAE of Tokomaru Bay) had a daughter.  

  

 
27 Dec 1899 - Hikitia Potae was born in Tokomaru 

Bay 

 

Hikitia Potae-Arthur became a Nurse (see her story 

below), and nursed in the Auckland Hospital 

 

1951 – Hikitia POTAE-ARTHUR married Leslie Seal 

ROWE (son of George & Frances Mary ROWE of 

Nelson.   

 

He was a veteran of WWI, Pte Leslie Seal (sometimes 

misspelt as Beal) ROWE # 67512 of the 35
th
 

Reinforcements.   

 

26 Sept 1956 - Leslie Seal ROWE died aged 76 yrs in 

Auckland and is buried in the Soldiers Block L, Row 

12, Plot 76 of the Waikumete Cemetery, Auckland 

 

11 Feb 2000 - Hikitia POTAE-ARTHUR ROWE died 

aged 100 yrs at Gisborne  

 

 
HIKITIA POTAE ARTHUR ROWE,  

born 27.12.1899, died 11.2.2000  

aged 100 year,  

loved wife of Les. Much loved "Aunt Hiki" to many. 

Cherished memories. 
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ROWENA MARSHALL nee’ ARTHUR 
Eldest daughter of the Alexander Creighton ARTHUR & Mere Inoi WARD 

 

24 October 1880 – Rowena was born in Gisborne 

 

Rowena attended the Matawhero School and as a 

teenager she joined her brothers and father on the 

Hunt Field 

 
 

When her father, A C Arthur returned to live in England 

in the late 1890’s he took his 2 daughters, Rowena 

and Helena, with him. 

 

1901 – Rawena Arthur is living with her family in 

Hanover Square, London 

 

27 Feb 1906 - Artereta Rowena ARTHUR m. Harley 

MARSHALL, JP of Dunduff, Fifeshire, Scotland, son of 

John & Anne Marshall of Dunfermline, Scotland.  

 

 
 

1953 - Rowena MARSHALL died at Leicester Central, 

England aged 74 yrs 
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Harley & Rowena MARSHALL’s children are  

 
b. John Arthur  
   1940 - FIFE OFFICER'S BRIDE. Major John 
   Arthur Harley MARSHALL, son of Mr and Mrs 
   Harley MARSHALL, Dundulf, Dunfermline, and Miss 
   Margot HAMILTON, only daughter of Mr and Mrs 
   Norman HAMILTON 
 

 

 

 

b. Mary Artereta Rowena   

    1933 - m. Alexander Henry M’INTOSH  

    350 guests attended the wedding in the Abbey. The 
    bride was Miss Mary Artereta Rowena Marshall 
    oldest daughter of Mr and Mrs Harley Marshall, of 
    Dunduff, Dunfermline, and the bridegroom, Mr 
    Alexander Henry M'lntosh, son of Dr and Mrs 
    George M'Intosh, Kirkcaldy 
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HELENA AWHIAWHI LANG nee’ ARTHUR 
Youngest daughter of the Alexander Creighton ARTHUR & Mere Inoi WARD 

 

 

b. 24 Sep 1883 – Helena Awhiawhi was born in 

Gisborne. She was also known as’ Lena’. 

 

Helena, with her brothers & sister, attended the 

Matawhero School.   

 

By 1898 – Helena was attending the Trinity College in 

London and doing very well 

 

1901 – Helena is living at St George Hanover Square, 

London, aged 17 yrs, with her father.  

 

1906 – She attended her sister, Rowena’s wedding as 

Bridesmaid 

 

Helena ARTHUR M. Maurice LANGE 

 

Lena Awhiawhi   was a WW2 Prisoner Of War in 

Java.   

 

From 1929 living at Dutch East Indies.  She came 

home to visit Gisborne 1940 and 1960.

 

 
Maurice & Lena (Helena) LANGE 
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